SEA   PEA,   Lathyrus japonicus Willd.

225, Sea Pea, Lathyrup japonicus Willd. (X 1); perennial
with a long thick black root-stockt(rhizome); -stems several,
procumbent, usually not hairy, pale glaucous-green, very sharply
angled; leaves pale glaucous-green, even paler below, spreading
at a right angle, pinnate, ending in a 2- or 3-forked tendril at the.
top; stipules large and leaf-like but ear-like (auriculate) at the
base; leaflets alternate, 5-6 on each side, sometimes somewhat
bent back, nearly sessile, elliptic, rounded to an acute tip,1 with
about 4 pairs of oblique nerves; flowers (A, X 0) few in erect

stalked racemes, purple and fading to blue; calyx unequally
5-lobed, 2 upper broadly triangular, the 3 lower narrowly so,
acute, and longer; standard (vexillum) (B, X 0) about 1 in.
long, rounded, with a short broad claw and with 2 oblique lumps
just below the middle, notched at the apex and arched with1
crimson lines like a butterfly; wing (C, X 0) and keel-petals
(D, X 0), smaller and paler blue or violet; stamens (E> X 0) 10,
united into a sheath except the upper one; style bent upwards at
a right angle, bearded along1 the inner side; ovary (F, X 0) very
finely hairy, containing about 8 ovules; fruit (G, X D com-
pressed, pea-like, nearly 2 in. long, with oblique branched nerves;
seeds (H, X 1J) nearly black, rounded, with a fairly long scar
), about! in. diam. (family Papilionaceae).
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